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1. WASH STAR-NEWS IN ITS LEAD PAGE ONE STORY, FEB 17. 

BY JEREMIAH O'LEARY, STATED THAT "THE UNITED STATES, IN 
A MAJOR GESTURE TOWARD NORMALIZATION OF RELATIONS WITH 
CUBA, NOTIFIED THE CUBAN MISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 
OVER THE WEEKEND THAT ITS MEMBERS WILL NO LONGER BE 
RESTRICTED FROM TRAVELING MORE THAN 25 MILES FROM NEW YORK. 
"CUBAN AMB RICARDO ALARCON WAS NOTIFIED BY THE U.S. 

MISSION TO THE UN THAT WASHINGTON WILL NOW PERMIT CUBAN 
DIPLOMATS IN N.Y. TO TRAVEL 250 MILES WITHOUT HINDRANCE. 

AMB. W. TAPLEY BENNETT, ASSIGNED TO THE UN UNDER AMB. 

JOHN SCALI, CONFIRMED THAT THE ORDER WAS RECEIVED FROM 
THE STATE DEPARTMENT LATE FRIDAY AND WAS RELAYED TO THE 
CUBAN MISSION AT ONCE. 
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DIPLOMATS WAS ALSO CONFIRMED HERE AT THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF 
THE GOVERNMENT BUT THERE WAS NO IMMEDIATE OFFICIAL EXPLANA- 
TION OF THE GESTURE. OFFICIALS IN WASHINGTON, HOWEVER, 

POINTED OUT THAT THE NEW 250-MILE LIMIT ON TRAVEL WILL 

PERMIT CUBAN DIPLOMATS AT THE UN TO JORNEY FREELY TO 
WASHINGTON WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN UNABLE TO DO FOR 14 YEARS 
SINCE DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS WERE BROKEN BETWEEN WASHINGTON 
AND HAVANA. 

"ASKED TO EXPLAIN WHY THE STATE DEPARTMENT DECIDED TO 
LIFT THE TRAVEL BARRIERS AGAINST THE OFFICIAL REPRESEN- 
TATIVES OF PM FIDEL CASTRO, BENNETT SAID, I DON’T 
KNOW. THE MESSAGE CAME IN AT THE END OF THE DAY FRIDAY. 

I INTEND TO TRY TO FIND OUT MONDAY MORNING." 

"BUT OTHER AMERICAN OFFICIALS INDICATED THE RELAXATION 
OF THE TRAVEL BAN ON CUBAN DIPLOMATS IS ONLY THE FIRST OF 
WHAT MAY BE A SERIES OF ACTIONS THAT CAN ONLY BE INTER 
PRETED AS THE REFLECTION OF A POLICY DECISION BY 
PRESIDENT FORD AND SECRETARY OF STATE HAK TOWARD NORMALI- 
ZATION OF RELATIONS WITH THE CASTRO REGIME. 

"IT IS NOW LIKELY, THESE OFFICIALS SAID, THAT AMERICAN 
OWNED AUTOMOBILE FACTORES IN CANADA WILL SOON BE GIVEN 
OFFICIAL U.S. PERMISSION TO SELL VEHICLES AND PARTS IN 
THE INCREASINGLY LUCRATIVE CUBAN MARKET. SUCH SALES 
HAVE GENERALLY BEEN FORBIDDEN UNDER THE TRADING WITH THE 
ENEMY ACT, WITH SOME EXCEPTIONS, AS PART OF THE LONG- 
STANDING U.S. POLICY OF TRYING TO ISOLATE CUBA POLITICALLY 
AND ECONOMICALLY FROM THE REST OF THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE." 
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